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ABSTRACT 

Thi5 list of environmeatal education programs was 
compiled 'to assist Pennsylvania school a3 mi nist rators in the 
develDpment of their K-12 environmental, programs. The publication is 
a directory of school district programs and college and university '/ 
programs- The list also 'includes programs offered by four 
environmental or nature learning centers in the state. Each program 
is briefly described and the names and addresses of each of the 
directors is listed. (Aj) 
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UarryK. fierlach, ijep^jtyCpr^^^^^'o^er 

*) 

Bureau of. Curriculum Services * ^ 
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The publication Pennsylvania Programs/Activities in Environnien>al Education has Ivcn 

compiled to assist Com.monwealth sch(\ol administrators in the clcvclopmciit of their K-12 
cnvironmenial education program/ \ 

Three sections are represented: 



* * .Commonwealth school districj program? 
.College/university programs \ 
.Environmental learning centers nature j^enterss 

^ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ' . . ■ 

Included are ongoing school district environmental education programs along with the 
human and physical /'resources which can supplement curriculum development. 

PennsylvanlS educational community has steadily contributed to the growth of environmental 
education programs. Current curricalum regulations mandate that environmental education 
shall be a part of the instructional program of every school. Thi^ instructional program can be 
presented as a sei5arate course or integrated inta'all subject .areas. 

'Integration of environmental education concepts into all subjects is the more difljifult process, 
but it is the more realistic approach to a good program. To achieve integration requia's the 
interaction of faculty wjth administrators in the development of a new approach to teaching 
about the lie lati on ships of human beings to thi^ir environment. 
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COMMONWEALTH SCHOOL DISTRICT PROGRAMS 
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I \ 

idmiral.-Pcai7.--Area Vgcational-Technical School - 
Route 422 W., R.D. 2 ^ 
Ebensburg, PA 15931 ' • 

Bryan V. Fluck, Executive Director * ^ 

^ Program Description ' 

The program is now presented at the elementary level. Starting these student^* to tliink 
positively about the environment and keeping it natural constitute the first objective. Th6 
attainment of other objectives will be less complicated and more effective. 

Stimulating elementary school children has been ^th^ hardest but most rewarding experience 
offered these children, who are involved in a constant learning and sharing situation. As they 
learn more modern technical ways to preserve our natural resources/they will share them with 
everyone they come in contact with. By starting at tlie elementary level, the program instilling 
a learning experience that will last forever. This is sometliing no one can take from them but 
"something they can share. Also,, by using paraprofessionals trained in environmentareducation, 
we are educating further generations to take over and put to use wha^t they were taught. Therefore, 
they can restore much of the environment to its natural habitat. J 



Connellsville Area School District 
Connellsville, ,PA J 5425 



Perry S. Culver. 
.; , * Supervisor of Curriculum! and Instruction 



Program Description \ . 

Environmental education activities and studies are now intergrated into logical topics at all 
grade levels when they are appropriate to all major areas of ^tudy. ^ 

Outdoor areas are usei^ for class study and teacher demonstrations., ' - 

Project Humane, initiate^d in 1972 and running through 1975, provided teachers in-service 
on activities in the neighborhood environment that develops a. humarie attitude toward humans 
and nature. ^ * " 



Eastern Lancaster Count>' School District 
Route 23 S. Tower Road 
New Holland, PA 17557 

Robert D.'Herr, Chairman 
Agriculture Department ' \ ^ 

Program Description ^! 



Elementary Agriculture Program, stressing safety, sanitation ^n^ conservation Jis offered to 
all 6th grade students in the Easte^^m Laricaster Countyschools. Indudedxifr>^isH[4ogram is also 
a coordinator worjcing in the K-5 erades on a request ba^is on stricyy^erivironmental and oareer 
help, resource persons and information. The 6th gra^le program description is enclosed. Involved 
are 350 students. \ \ " . 
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-Envlronmontal-AgriculUirc Program, offered as a elective to students in gradcv^ thru-J 2. 



deals with various environmental oriented topics. It was offered on a two-year basis for the i^ast 
. three years; hu\ starting next yjsar it will be offert^d on a 3 year basis. It involves 200 students. 

. Junior Agriculture Club (7th and 8th grades) is an elective program that incUulcs n heavy 
curriculum of conservation and ecology subjects. Approxin^ately 250 students are involved. 



Fishing Creek Elemental^ School 
West Shore School District 
Box 95, R. D. 2 
Lewisbcrry, PA 17339 

Ronald R. Shuey, Principal 

Program Description ^ 

This school ^participates in the West Shore SchooTDistrict s environmental study activities 
directed 'by Fred Howard. Thfere ;s a nature center at the school as well as a 26 acre site which 
includes woodland, natural acreage, marshes and fresh water streams. In addition, the school has 
'use of a neighbor's pond and marshes. 

AH this lends itself .to a variety of teachef-led activities at all grade levels: water ecology, 
life cycles, plant identification, interdependence of species, soil and water conservation, etc. Much 
interdisciplinary work is evidenced tjuougli language arts, mathematics, physical education and^ 
art. 



Fk>x Chapel Area School Distri<;t 
61 1 Field Qub Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238 



S 



Beulah A. Frey, Coordinator j 
Outdoor and Environmental Education 

■ 1 ■ ■ - < 

Program Description 

i -\ ' . ' ■ 

One of the most difficult and distinctive tasks of Fox Chapels environmental program involves 
the integration of massive amounts of environmental information into the curriculum. Two 
integration tools- which we have adopted are the spiral and transdisciplinary approaches. Financial 
help has come from federal Title III grants, which have funded environmental transdisciplinary 
involvement program for three years on a decreasing basis. 

S 

The transdisciplinary program is a relatively new phase of the district s environmental program. 
Aimed initially at first and second graders, it now includes grades K through six and is designed 
to teach ecology by a spiral approach. The spiral describes the effect of a young student 
accumulating facts and feelings about the environment as he/she goes from grade to gradt. The. 
curriculum not only involves the identifi^cation of environmental problems but demonstrates ways 
that youngsters can be agents of change at any age. * 
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Harri sbu rg City Schools Qutdpor and Enyirpnincn tal _ _ sC-W 

Education Center , . 

6200 Parkway East , 
Linglestown, PA 17112 , ■ " V >■ . ' 



Bany R. Patterson, Coordinator . 
Program Description 



The Outdoor and Environmental Education Center of the Har^sburg City Schools has been 
in operation for a total of 10 years in two locatiQns^ Its presently located at Ca;np Sertoma 
in Linglestown. ^ 

I* * 

,^rhe program operates on a daily visit schedule with Gfedcs 1 to 6. There arc 86 ^jcrcs 
of forested land on^Ujp^south face of $lue Mountaiif, north of Harrisburg. 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades are bused to the OI^EC from their^ classrooms for l^lf-day 
visits. The 4th and; Sth grades are bused to the OEEC for full days. The. staff consists of five 
instructors and a coordinator, plus an aide whose duties v^ry from preparing lunches to helping 
instructors in /the classes. 



<^ . ■ • : ■ ■ ■ I. 

, The curriculum includes classes in invertebrate and vertebrate animals; seeds; weather; survival: 
woodcutting; hiking; plant and animal identification; wildlife management; land management; 
fire-building and photosynthesis. . x 



,l!on don deny Elementary Sefchool ^ ; ^ • . 

260 Schoolhouse Road 

Middletown. PA 17057 ' : if • 

Wendell Poppy, Principal 



lial oj|tcl 



Prograhi Description , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

In addition to the classrooffi^Hstructional activities there is a weelc-long residential oijtdoor 
education prograrn for 5th grade stirftents. The program is 'in its eighth ye^a? at Londonderry 
and is now a districtwide project. It involves hi^h school students from Lower t)auphin Higli 
School. Each elementary school runs its own wecklong program. 

Lowei*Milford Outdoor Conservation "and Education Center * ^ , ^ 

Lower Milford School . 
Box 567, R.- D. 2 
COppersburg, PA 18036 

John H. Leeser ^ . ^ 

Program. Description 

■ . ^ ■■ / 

The site, aidjoining Lower Milford school, contains a forest, shrubs, ferns,/ a jnarsh, and a 
stream, among other things. ( ^ * ' ^ 

For the past four years 5th graders have been blazing a trail through the center, researche'd 
various plant and tree species, prepared reports and recorded speeches on tape. The recordings 
coincide with a series of wooden markers that identify various plants snd trees" along the trail. 
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parkland Schbof DTstrict 
\Kratzer School 
2200 Main Blvd. 
AUcntown, PA 18104 

Edward Davis, Project Director 

Program Deteription 



The general objective of this program is to* design and implement asequenti^l interdisciplinary 
cnyironmcntal education program IC-12 in the Parkland School District. 

JjJ; specific objectives of the progVam are: 

I. Hands-on in-service training to help professional staff develop con;tpetcncies for teaching 
environmental concepts. 



2. Two environmental education study sites v 

'3. Curriculum guides with inlferdisciplinary activities direc 
of Parkland^ with special emphasis on each imn^ediate 




environmental concerns 
ol community. 



i During the first year approximately 40 volunteer staff members participated in ^9 hours 
or in-service training provided by NoMt State Park Environ rjiental Education Center and Grant 
White, a l^al ecolpgist. The activilfes emphasized: 

1. environmental awareness 

2. ecological concepts . ^ • . 

3. local environmental problems x 

4. , idei]4ify!ng appropriate activities 'tmough involvement • 

5. developing teaching units 

6. knowledge of community resources ^ 

7. participation in simulation games ' . ' 

8. utilisation of study sites . '\ . 

9. teaching methodology ^ ^ ^ ' 
10. implementation at the building level 

The in-servjce model will be coawpleted fluring the s^ond year (four months) with ematjasis 
on the following activities: ' ( ^ 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 



group interaction and actioQ^soci^lization 

promoting involvement of follow teachers and school community volunteers 
urban and niral studies i 
field e/periences with children . 
additionidycxperiences at study site 
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Two environmental areas are being developed by participating staff and students. JDiesc 
activities include site survey inventories, planning, construction (trails, signs, picnic tables, ami 
interest areas), and designing of activitie^ The natural state of the areas will not be altered to 
any great extent, except where improvements must be made to deal with erosion: 

' Students, and teachers will tc involved in providki^^ppropriate information for developing 
curriculum guides through the review and selection of appropriate media materials. and through 
input, from classroom activities and pilot studies. The curriculum guides will contain activities 
directed towards the^ environmental concerns of Parkland s students and more specifically their 
immediate school d)mmunity. Attached to the guide will be a bocrklet listing local physical 

, resources for the syident and teacher to use in studying the environment. _ 

■ _ . ■ , s--' • • 
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Pennj Valley Area Sch/ol District. 
Penns ValleV H^gh School 
R. D. 2 ^ 

Spring Millsy PA , I687S 

John Thomi^n.- CJontacK Person . 
Program Deicription ) ' * ^ * 

The pliant program consists of the following parts: 

, ^ L ^vironmcntal Days - In 1969 a Conservation Day was established for ^U sJxth grade 
/students in'the c^is^rict. Designed primarily to acquaint these students with the ^Vnns 
^ Valley Area, Environmental (j^enter, it was continued each year up to 1974. During the 
1974-75 school year the program was expanded' to involve some teachers and students. 
An Environmental Day» for Sth» 6th and 7th grade students, consisted of a full day 
^ ' Of instruction at the Environmental Cejiter. tn addition, other elementary students were 
transported to the center. The program will be expanded even more to include all 
students jn grades 1 through 9. Students frOm grades 10 through 12 serve as aides 
to teacheivitP]he instructional program. . 

'V 

2. Environmental Instruction - An attempt had been made to integrate environmental 
lessons into every grade level and subject area^n the Penns Valley Area School District. 
Using the Penns Valley Area School District environmental curriculum\ guide (grades 

' K to 1^), teachers are encouraged to develop self-contained lessons >^hiih can be 
incorporated into tHbir present instruction. / _ ' . 

3. Fonn^Hcourses in environmental studies have also-been established. Stressing pollution 
studi^^Jchese courses are being taught as nine week mini-courses in the serial studies 
departn\ent. . r J, 

Student-Centered Ecology Program 
Pcnncrest School District N 
Mook Road 

Saegcrtown, PA( 16433 ^ 
Williani Wilson, Contact Person, 
Program Description 

Randolph-East Mead is a rural scbedl in an economically depressed area on the fringe area 
of Appalachia! A great number of students are culturally and economically deprived and a high 
number arc not academic^ly oriented. Therefore, there a need for* science programs to give 
nonacademic students an opportunity' to become aware of their environment and to be able to 
ipi|)rO|^ some things in theif environment by means of experience in- the environment itself.-This 
program' involves a student-centered laboratory experience without textbooks, in which the^ teacher 
'serves as a facilitator of resource materials. The students contract with the teacher as to their 
ar^ of interest, what they want to investigate. The investigation will be evaluated. 

■ ' ' • ^ ^- - 

This program has the following objectives: 

(a) Students' awareness of their environment. 

(b) An awareness of the scientific^ethod of experimentation. 

» • <^ • 



-(c) — An-awareiws of-various pottnHal t^ccttptttiomtl oppOTtttttiti 



(d) Giving students an opportunity to nuike thoir own choices as to subject infercst and 
to develop the ahihVy to master their potential. 

(c) Giving all students an opportunity to achieve through method^ other than traditionaf, 

(0 Giving students responsibility and opportunity for sclf-Cvaluation through contact. 

(g) Giving students a ptatcr opportunity for motivation through flexibility in schedules. 

(h) Developing a positive attitude in students through success induced by innovative teaching 
methods ih the classroom. 

/ 

(i) To stimulating students to Investigate related areas, such as math, politics, economics, 
history and English. ^ v ^ 

\ 

As a result an open classroom was developed; library facilities and audiovisual materials were 
greatly increased; and community resourceii^ were developed. The community has become aware 
through work with Erie Wildlife Refuge, E.p!^, (Meadville^, public utilities, various manufacturing 
sites in Meadville and Erie. \ . ^ 

Activities: 



treatment 



The following *types of activities were conducted to reach the goalsty^ 

1. Field trips - going to a wildlife refuge, beaches at Lake Eric, sewage and refus(| 
plants in MeadnlJe, manufacturing areas, agriculture centers. 



2. Basic research and experimentajion - winter pollution, air pollution, soil erosion, soil 
analysis, -population controls, identification of plants and animals in a specific ecology 
system, general ecological relationships, celluar changes, pesticides, hebicidcs, plant and 
animal growth requirements. \ 

3. Use of audiovisual resource center for photography, preparation of slides, preparation 
.of video tapes for classroom use, ttansparendies for overhead projector, prepared, slides, 
movies. \ ^ . 

. 4. Coordination of small-group investigation %nd discussions as well as panel discussions. 

5, Science fair - to give studen^ an opportunity to display their words and receive 
recognition on a local, region{u^pid state levpl. * " , j 

6. Individual contracts developing individual interest. 

Approximately 75 students took part in the projectji All of the Science Department of the 
Randolph High School were directly-involved; because ^f interest generated almost all of the 
faculty became involved periodically. The entire high schoql was given an in-service the tTret year 
as to what the program hoped to accomplish and how pfcople could help develop the program 
to the fullest. , • 

Many locahresource people^^were used: the head of the Erie National Wildlife Refuge, public 
hedth personnel college profcfssoB and environmental specialists. 



All o ne needs to tour Jhc Lower MilTonl \iiv is the tape a^cortlcr. A ncison siiuplv >t;iils 



tho recorder at the trail's (vginning aiul (cccivch u coinplcic isiiulcd tour of the ouiJuor center 
by follo^ng the tape 9 insinictions. . 



and 



All work hw b<jcn done hy the shidenis, with Kunliincc of John H. leescr, 5th \^imW leaclicr, 
John Ycager, phneipal. ' 



Shikellamy School District 1 
Fourth & Hanover Streets 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

George E. Wiser; Contact Person 

Program Description '"^ 

^ The Shikellamy Environmental Education Project consists of various curriculum materials 
developed and instituted by Shikellamy Area School District instructors during the Ttle 111 Project. 
Materials and activities include: 

1. A satellite resource filing system of free or inexpensive environmental education 
materials, 

2. Several hundred environmental concepts with suggested activities fojr the elementary 
level,' placed topically into booklets. 

3. Mini-courses in environniental studies on ecology, entomology, field mathematics, 
survival, field botany, and conservation, written for use in the senior higli school 
curriculum. „ • y 

4. A one week of fifth-grade outdoor education experience, has been further developed. 

5. Each curriculum area - art, creative arts, language arts, business education etc.. • 
' developed an approach to environmental education through their curriculum studies. 

6. A listing of environmental education films, compiled from other lists. 

7. Audiovisual presentations describing the total project and facets of the project, available 
for loan. ^ 

Booklets describing items 1-6, availaljlc for distribution. 

Contact person: George E. Wciser 

C. W. RicevMiddIc School 
, ^kellamy Area School District 
4th and Hanover St. , 

Northumberland, PA 17^^57 ^ 



Sltei for Environn wntttI Edutatlon Dcyclopmcni (Sl^^ . ^ ; ' 

Cblonlal Northainpton Inlcrmcdiato Unit #20 
, * * Northampton County Conscrvmion Dhtrlct v . 

Gourthouifi 28S7 Nazareth Koud " 

^Eaiton. PA 18042 ^ 
Roilyn Kihlcr, Project Director • • , • 

Program Detcription 

Forty-eifht teachere of grades S. 6, 7. 8. 9 imd 10. involved in a series of developmental 
workshops, received clossitiom and field experiences frotn environmental agencies cooperatini: with 
the Conservation District. The professionals have devclopfd a curriculum guide of scientific, 
mathematical, natural, language art. artistic and historical education awareness materials. The SLHD 
guide provides for lesson plans pre* and post^fleld trip activities and student response sheets. The 
gufde was developed for use with the environmental education side at Jacobsburg State Park. 
The teathers completed a sur^y of Vegetation in the State Park. 

Fifteen school sites are being developed. Teams of four or five teachers from a sc|[iool have 
been involved in a series of workshops presented by the staff of Nolde Environmental Education 
Center. Teacher teams 4unrey*each local school and develop on environmental education program 
for each schools site. Eacl]^ team adapts learning materials, creates the facilities and develops 
a program for an environmental education program on its own school site. 



Center for Air Environment Studies - \' ^ '* V 

The Pennsylvania State University V * 

226' Fenske Laboratory ' ^ i ' . . . ^ 

UniversUy Park, PA l68pj . * ' . / 

nro^am Description " , * ■ - * . 

•• ' - : fi* • • . < : . 

The .graduate program in air poUuction control offered through .the* Center for Air 
Environment Studies of The Pennsylvania State University is >ased on the concept that air pollution 
is' a field of interest to many professions. rather than being a unique proTessional field. In keeping 
witfi^ this concept, a graduate student enrolls in an academic department; of the university, 
completes the m^jor requirements of that . department, and minors in air pollution control. The 
air poUu^on minor .involves completing a course sequence qf" air pollution and related topics 
and writing ^ thesis on ain air pollution problem^ Some of thie courses available to students are 
air pollution seminars, introduction to air pollution control, small particle technology, iair pollutants 
from combustion sources, atmospheric turbulcfnce, introduction to niicrometerology, environmental 
pathology, physiology of pulmonary respiration, dcsi^ of.air pollution control equipment, and 
crnvironmental, health. * : 

The Center for Air Environment. Studies is an intercollege unit of the university and does 
not grant degrees. It is necessary to appl/ to and be accepted by the graduate school (308 Kern 
>Graduale Building) and an academic departmen-t of the university.^^" *: 

V • ■ ■ u 

Center for Marine and Environ fnental Studies • . ^ 

Lehigh University 

WiUiams HaJl .31 " , 

Bethlehem. PA 18015 

James M. Parks, Director : * 

Program Description 

The program of the Center for Marine and Environmental Studies (CMES) primarily concerns 
graduate student .and faculty research. Areas of research, determined by the interests of faculty 
members and availability of funds, include: f*;. . '"^ 

1. Ecology cf[ coastal salt marshes (our Wetlands Institute near Stone Harbor, .N.J.). 

2. Sea Floor fpunclation studies (continental shelf and deep-sea), in our Marine 
Geothechnical Lax)oratory^ on campus. ; - 

3. 'Near^hore and continental shelf marinfe geology studies. ' 

4. Beneficial uses of marine dredge spoils. . - " . 

5. Municipal and idustrial waste water treatment process improvement. 

6. En\drbnmental dynamics (tornadoes, squall lines, tsunamis, computer simulations). 

7. Proteolytic enzymes of marine bacteria. . - . 
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COLLEGEAjirtV^RSITY PROGRAMS 



/ 
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Pfcnnsylv^nia State University 
Uniyeijity Park, PA 16802 

fietty van der Smissen 

Program Description 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIES AT PENN STATE v 




This report of the environmental education activities at Penn State is divided into two primary 
divisions. The first relating to the academic program includes the curriculum, the endorsement 
' program, 'continuing education, special workshops, and special projects within the co^iirhunrty. 
The secpnd focuses on those programs and services provided through the Stone Valley Recreation 
^Area, specifically the resident pjpgjam, the day-use program and the public recreation program. 

i. T\CADEMIC PROGRAM " ^ v ' • 

Curriculum 

The recreation and parks program in the College jpf He.alth, Physical Education, and Recreation 
offers academip dftgries at all levels: baccalaureate, masters and doctorate. At each of these levels- 
there is' an V area of specialization ''or option for th^ .outdoor-related recreation programs. One 
emphasis is environmental education. For Attachment 1, Jhe^ curriculum for the baccalaureate 
degree from* the outdoor option is stated in terms of the different courses recommended. 
Handbooks for berth the undergraduate .and graduate programs are available. 

Partictifar emphasis is given to jstu^ent experiences in the community, including statewide 
and out-of-state ' experiences. At the' freshman level studen ts obtain* ao exposure through field 
trips into various settings, including urban settings; it the sophomore leyej|tf there is a direct 
leadership experience; for juniors and seniors there is a practicum similar fo/student teaching: 
For instance, senior students ale placed in schools as well as in other agencies and institutions 
in communities in Pennsylvania and outside the state. . ? . 



In addition, class projects relate theory and practical applications. One involves work with 
the Bald Eagle schools in the devefopment of the^r environmental education program with students 
and in-service programs for teachersj&t each grade level A second project was with the Soil 
Conservation Service at Lock HaveiC -where the class developed a prospectus for an extensive 
piece of private property adjacent to some state lands. The prospectus not only covered the 
physical features biat also the cultural and scientific aspects of this area, with particular 
recommendation for environmental' education activities by schools and clubs in the community. 
'A third project was conducted at Allen town in connection with the Boys* Clubs and their camping 
program, visiting of their campsite and analysis based on American Camping Association Standards, 
and interviewing and obtaining other information froiti' parents, campers ajnd noncampers. 

Continuing Education ^ ^ , ^ > 

The: continuing education program is held at the Stone Valley Recreation i\rea and elsewhere 
in the Commonwe^th. At Stone Valley two courses are specifically directed to\vards environmental 
education: one is referred ^to under the teacljer endorsement program; the other is a one-week 
resident program for teachers experienced in environmental education. " ^ 



George Ward, a full-time continuing education instructor, offers courses and consultant service 
in the environmental education field/ Specifically, three types of programs are available through 
continuing education:- (a) one-cfay In-service workshops which introduce teachers to environmental 
educaticm, (b) a one-credit, two-day workshop which is a general orientation to environmental 
educaticm, and (c) a thtee-credit, semester-long in-depth course dealing with outdoor education 
methodi; and materials. In addition, a workshop entitled Biological Indicators of Water Quality 
was help in cooperation with the College of Agriculture. 

Stayer I kesearch and Learning Center ' * 

MilleifsW^^ College ^ . • 

MillersfJille, PA I75S1 • • . 

Robert J. Labriola, Director • - 

Program Description 

During the past three years, the Educational Development Center has received special ESEA 
H-tle III funds to introduce land-locktd students from upper elementary schools and junior-senior 
high schools an Pennsylvania to the Marine Science Consortium in Lewes, Delaware^' and Wallops 
'Island, Virginia. The staff at the consortium conducts special three;day sessions for students 




le contact person for, this project is: 



y 



obert J. tabriola, Dj^re^ 
Stayer Rq^earch and 
MiUersville State Co! 
MiUersviUe, PA 175^1 
(717) 872-5411, ext. 370 



or 

ing Center 



The Williamsport Area Community College 
1005 W. Third St. 
WUliamsport, PA '17701 

Joseph G. Sick, Director ^ • ^ 
Earth' Science Division 



Wogram Description 



1. Interpretive trail - 75 per cent complete, still needs learning stations. 

Z Divfersion tQrraces, over 2,000 linear feet' completed • 

3. Arboretum, contains over 400 trees and shrubs 

4. Contour strips, installed ' 

5. Deer enclosure, complete and fenced ^ " 

6. Environmental pond, in the planning stage 

1. Forest tree management plan, in the planning stage "with some Jvork completed 

8. Play ^area, football, baseball fields cogipleted 

'9. JPicnic area, one 80 per cent completed ' * 

10. Equipment park completed 16 
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Allegheny County Environmental Coalition • ♦ 

204 Fifth Ave/ - . . . 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 . ,^ - 

Mary T. Bailey : v ... 

Project Director 

• . ■ . • • • 

Program Description 

Allegheny County Environmental Coalition s program currently includes two projects as well 
as our continuous effort to keep members and the public informed on environmental issues and 
' activities. The mqjor activity for two years has bc^n Project ACCEPT, a public information program 
on mobile sources of air pollution ami.the Pittsburgh Transportatit^n Control Strategy. This project 
is funded by a contract with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agenqy. Educational materials 
produced include a slide show and pamphlets (sample enclosed). We are not using the slide show 
at this time, however/ because the strategy itself is inadequate and will undergo major revision 
this year. 

ACEC's other project is the annual Earth. Week' effort. Each year since 19.71, we have been 
designated by the Allegheny .County Commissioners as the official -coordinator for Earth Week 
activities in the County. In past years, we have worked closely with schools and youth 
organizations^ encouraging them to pla^ environmental programs during April artd assisting them 
^with printed materials, visual aidsvand speakers. This year we are developing a program of simple 
tours in various locations thrbugh.out the county to acquaint students and adults with their own 
environment. These tours may include a visit. to Alcosan, a steel mill, county parks and recycling 
centjirs and a .walk in the urban environment. We hope to coordinate these tours with public 
transportation, bicycling and walking. Plans are not complete, but we are excited about the concept 
of using' our Motal environment as , a classroom. - 

McKeever Environmental Learning €enter . 

Box 121, R. D. 3 : • . 

Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

Richard Touvell, Director * - * . . 

f^ogram Description, ' 

In 1974, Ivan McKeever and six local Sandy Lake residents (members*of the ^Sandy Creek 
Conservancy) had a dream.' After a decade of planning and work the center is now a re;Uity 
and ready to serve the public. ^ / 

The facility is owned by the Pennsylvania taxpayer and is coordinated by a board of 
commissioners represerfting numerous groups. Day-to-day operation is guided by a director, teacher 
naturalist, environmental educator, student teachers, work-study students and community 
volunteers. The center is open to all fcitizens. t% ; v 

The McKeever fiicility is a multi-disciplinary and multi-age environmehtaf learning con^plex. 
Although, the immediate service area for the center is westerrt Pennsylvania, citizens throughout ^ 
the Commonwealth and neighboring states are also benefiting from the centef's programs. / 

The physical facilities include a 205-acre living textbook and eight building (dining halL 
,a 200-$cat auditorium, three lodged which c^ accommodate :145 people, a directors residence, 
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a maintenance tuildling and a discovery building housing a land-use room, plant and animal 
discovery room, staff offices and a library). > 

The present staffing includes a director, an envvrojimental e'ducator,'an intefpretivc naturalist* 
a maintenance repairman. I, a clerk-typist and four federally funded CET^mployees in the capacity 
of custodians. ► . 

f . ^ , ■ ^ ' '■ ' ^ 

The programming \s exciting, innovative and relevant. Programs include a three-day 
resident-living experience for elementary students XHow to be an EarJhkeeper), divefsc social, 
pohtical and economic investigations of our environmental problems forl^igh school and college 
students; and adult/general public education opportunities, i.e., energy park forums/, alternative 
energy source workshops and guest speakers. Sample schedule* are attached.^ 

. ' * ' ' . ^. 

The Schuylkill V5ley Nature Center 
8480 Hagy s Mill Road ^ ' . 

FTiiladelphia, PA 19128 . ' 

. ■ ■ ■ • . i ^- ■ ■ 

Richard L, James, Executive Director . 

Program Description . 9 

The Schuylkill-Valley Nature Center for Environ roen-tal Sciences in Philadelphia is an9r1tprofit 
institution. Its 360 acres today support a large population of small native animals. In /he p^ast. 
it was plowed; lumbered and quarried. If former residents came bacjc to^, visit, they might fi|d 
that some of their paths and roads are now trails, that some of the fields they planted are still 
open land, that the ravines are much as they would remernber them. New, however, would be 
the spacious education building,"with its classrooms, auditorium, library and. hands-on discovery 
room: Certainly former residents would marvel at the Widerier Trail (intentionally made available 
to people in wheelchairs) /and its electronic trail giiide ^system. In the past Indians, with thiir^ 
respect for the land and their knowledge of its inhabitants, the- geologists, the farmers and their 
.capable wives, the estate gardeners, would have had something to contribute^ to the center. For 
the modern family, there are spider webs, classes, workshops, graduate courses, and organic g'arden 
plots, plus an opportunity to become part of the center as a member or volunteer. 

• , ' . . • ' ' . . . ' ■ \- 

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy . ' \ 

-■. ■ , . ■ ■ ■ 1 ^ 



204 Fifth Ave. 
Pittsburg, PA 15222 



Vm\ C. Wiegman V * ' . 

Program, Description ' ' ^ . 

K . 

MeiT^^rs* programs - Wajks throughout the year .op lands owned, by Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy. Annual program in May. J 

Workshops - Workshops for members and nonmembers are held in conjunction with Carnegie 
Mu^um. This year the schedule i^ as follows: . , ^ 

May - Wetlands » n V A . 

June - Forests 

July - ^ Flowing water / , 

Sept. - Fields and meadows • 

Family-oriented, two-day "programs introduce groups to the varied natural land in this region. 
Emphasis is.^given to interrelationships of the natural environment. 

Two workshops were held to' introduce beginners to canoeing and backpacking/ Again, they 
are' two-session workshops, "one indoors for instruction, tlie other at a selected field locality. 



Publications - Several Handbooks deal with natural areas in western Peniisylvania. 



